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Loyal    Orange    Institution. 



BASIS    OF    THE    INSTITUTION. 

""THE  Institution  is  composed  of  Protestants  united  and  resolved 
to  the  utmost  .of  their  power  to  support  and  defend  the 
rightful  Sovereign,  the  Protestant  Religion  in  Church  and  State, 
the  laws  of  the  realm,  the  Legislative  Union  and  the  Succession  to 
theThrone  in  the  House  of  Brunswick,  BEING  PROTESTANT; 
and  united  further,  for  the  defence  of  their  own  Persons  and 
Properties,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  Public  Peace.  It  is 
exclusively  an  Association  of  those  who  are  attached  to  the 
religion  of  the  reformation,  and  will  not  admit  into  its  Brother- 
hood persons  whom  an  intolerant  spirit  leads  to  persecute,  injure 
or  upbraid  a  man  on  account  of  his  religious  opinions.  They 
associate  also  in  honour  of  KING  WILLIAM  III.,  Prince  of 
Orange,  whose  name  they  bear,  as  supporters  of  his  glorious 
memory. 
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MEMBERS9     QUALIFICA  TiONS. 

(As  extracted  from  the  Book  of  Laws  and  Ordinances). 

An  Orangeman  should  be  a  Protes'ant  in  reality  and  truth,  hot  merely  by 
profession  or  education  ;  and  should  be  distinguished  by  sincere  love  and 
veneration  for  his  Almighty  Creator;  steadfast  faith  in  the  Saviour  of 
the  world,  the  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man  ;  humble  reliance  on 
the  guidance  and  purifying  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  the  constant 
practice  of  truth  and  justice,  brotherly  kindness  and  charity,  loyalty  and 
obedience  to  the  laws.  He  should,  moreover,  be  in  conduct  wise  and 
prudent,  honest  and  temperate  ;  in  disposition  gentle  and  compassionate  ; 
in  behaviour  kind  and  courteous  ;  cultivating  the  society  of  the  good  and 
avoiding  the  society  of  the  evil.  He  should  honour  and  study  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  making  them  the  ru'e  of  his  belief  and  life  ;  uphold  and  defend 
by  all  legitimate  means,  the  Protestant  Faith  in  Church  and  State  ;  protest 
against  and  oppose  the  erroneous  and  dangerous  doctrines  and  practices 
in  the  Church  of  Rome  ;  and  resist  the  power,  ascendancy,  encroachments 
and  extension  of  that  Church.  He  should  also,  by  all  lawful  means, 
co-operate  with  true  Protestants  in  preventing  or  removing  in  and  from  the 
Established  and  other  Protestant  Churches  all  changes,  ceremonies,  prac- 
tices and  ornaments,  savouring  of,  or  resembling  the  Church  of  Rome,  or 
inconsistent  with  the  Reformation  Principles.  He  should,  further,  duly 
observe  the  Sabbath  Day  and  regularly  attend  public  worship  ;  and  should, 
by  his  general  converse,  indicate  his  veneration  for  the  name  of  God,  and 
abhorrence  of  profane  and  indecent  language  ;  in  short,  the  glory  of 
God  and  love  of  man,  the  honour  of  his  Protestant  Sovereign  and  the 
good  of  his  country  should  be  the  principles  and  motives  of  a  true 
Orangeman's   life  and  actions." 


To  THE  B.B. 

In  compiling  this  short  outline  of  the  life  of  our  Lodge  No.  296,  I  have 
to  be  very  brief,  and  will  therefore  only  refer  to  the  principal  events  which  took 
place,  and  are  recorded  in  the  minute  books  to  hand. 

I  have  to  thank  Bro.  Niddrie  for  setting  me  right,  in  one  or  two  points,  as  to 
places  of  meeting  which  do  not  happen  to  be  recorded,  as  the  only  heading  the 
then  Secretary  gives  is  "  Lodge  Room,  Cape  Town."  I  would  ask  all  Secretaries 
to  place  the  address  of  their  meeting  places  in  their  minutes. 

I  have  also  to  thank  Bro.  Dike  for  information  regarding  the  time  during 
the  Anglo-Boer  war. 

In  handing  this  edition  to  the  Building  Committee,  I  trust  that  they  will  go' 
on  with  the  good  work  they  have  in  hand,  and  wish  them  every  success. 

W.    BAKER,    P.M. 
Salt  River, 

13th  November,  1905. 


Orangeism  in  the  Cape. 


A    RESUME 


THE  first  known  meeting  of  Orangemen  in  Cape  Town  was  held 
on  the  nth   Sep:ember,   1868,   when  seven  (71    B.B.  me:  for 
the    purpose    of   applying   for    a    warrant   from  the   "  Royal 
institution  of  Great   Britain".     The   Warrant  No.    114  arrived  in 
Cape  Town  on  the  14th  day  of  July  1S69. 

The  Lodge  was  opened  on  the  15th  July.  1S69,  with  Brc- 
Robert  Strain  a  W.M.,  at  Amsterdam  Batten*  (so  that  we  can  see 
that  our  B.B.  in  those  cays  lost  no  time  in  making  preliminary 
arrangements  1.  Five  brethren  were  made  on  that  night  amongst 
whom  was  our  venerable  Chaplain.  Bro.  Niddrie 

By  the  records  to  hand  this  Lodge  seems  to  have  worked  very 
successfully  right  up  to  1872,  from  the  time  of  its  inception  up  to 
July  1^72.  the  record  show  95  Candidates  as  having  joined  the 
Lodge.  A  goodlv  number  of  these  being  Military  men  principally 
from  the  Soth  Reg:.  Rovai  County  Downs  and  R.A.  The  records 
from  July  1S72  until  June  1875  seem  to  have  been  lost  thev  are  not 
to  be  found  now. 


The  next  record  to  be  found  is  the  Roll  of  membership  and 
minute  Book,  dated  ioth  May,  1876  when  they  seem  to  have  had 
a  membership  of  132  of  which  a  great  number  appear  to  have  been 
military  men  and  by  the  names  on  the  Roll  and  the  certificates  in 
possession  of  the  Lodge  they  belonged  to  the  24th  Regt.  who  were 
so  cruelly  butchered  by  the  Zulus  in  Isandwala  in  January  1879. 
Many  of  these  B.B.  were  personal  friends  of  my  father  and  although 
very  young  at  the  time  I  can  remember  their  visiting  our  home. 

We  find  that  in  July  1876  the  B.B.  of  (114)  celebrated  the  i2tk 
by  holding  a  Ball. 

The  Lodge  at  this  time  was  held  in  what  is  now  the  Wesleyan 
Mission  Hall,  Buitenkant  Street.  We  again  find  that  November  5th 
is  to  be  celebrated  by  a  Ball  on  March  7th,  1877.  A  special 
meeting  was  held  at  which  the  civil  B.B.  agreed  to  invite  the  B.B. 
who  were  leaving  per  S.S.  Orontes  for  the  front,  to  a  dinner,  and 
also  to  present  them  with  an  address  as  a  mark  of  esteem  in  which 
they  were  held.  Nothing  of  any  note  seems  to  have  taken  place 
until  June  1877,  when  we  again  find  our  B.B.  taking  steps  to 
celebrate  the  glorious  12th  which  was  carried  unanimously  should 
be  a  ball. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  building  Committee  for  in  October 
1877  we  find  that  a  letter  was  received  from  this  Committee. 


Once  again  we  find  our  old  friend  Bro.  Nidrie  taking  a  very 
active  part  for  at  the  February  meeting  1878  he  was  elected 
Treasurer.  At  this  same  meeting  we  find  that  steps  were  taken  and 
a  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Benefit  Branch, 
this  Benefit  branch  was  actually  formed  in  March  1878. 

The  first  records  found  of  other  Lodges  are  in  April  1878  minutes 
where  we  find  that  a  Lodge  called  the  kt  Kaffirain  Lodge"  and  also 
one  on  the  Diamond  Fields.  In  June  1878  the  meeting  place  of 
the  Lodge  was  removed  to  the  Mutual  Buildings  in  Darling  Street. 
This  year  we  find  our  B.B.  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  the  Boyne 
by  a  miscellaneous  Entertainment  with  Temperance  Refreshments. 

In  July,   1878,  we  get  a  record  of  a  Lodge  in  Grahamstown. 

At  the  September  meeting,  1878,  a  letter  was  read  from  the 
Grand  Secretary  stating  that  he  had  forwarded  the  new  Warrant 
No.  296  under  the  L.-O.  Institution  of  England.  It  was  proposed 
by  Bro.  Niddrie  that  the  Warrant  be  framed  in  an  oak  frame. 
(Carried). 

No.  114  Lodge  and  Warrant  was  closed  for  the  last  time  on 
the  nth  day  of  September,  1878.  "296"  was  first  opened  at 
once  on  the  same  day. 


At  the  February  Meeting  in  1879  the  W.  M.  referred  to  the 
sad  catastrophe  in  Zululand  on  22nd  January,  on  which  day  530 
men  of  H.M.  24th  Regt.  were  massacred  by  the  Zulus.  Amongst 
the  dead  there  were  no  less  than  26  members  of  our  Lodge  (296), 
the  majority  of  whom  were  single  men.  There  were  however,  six 
married,  leaving  widows  and  orphans.  A  motion  was  passed  to 
send  a  donation  of  ^5  to  the  General  Relief  Fund  and  £$  to  the 
widows  of  our  B.  B. 

In  July,  1880,  a  Social  and  Concert  was  held,  at  which  only 
Members'  wives  and  Protestant  friends  were  allowed. 

In  September,  1880,  Bro.  Niddrie  was  elected  to  fill  the  Master's 
chair. 

In  March,  1881,  a  meeting  was  held  at  which  the  advisability  of 
closing  the  Lodge  or  continuing  was  discussed,  when  it  was  decided 
to  continue,  and  Bro.  Niddrie  was  re-elected  W.M.,  and  Bro.  Har- 
wood  Secretary. 

During  this  year  a296"  seems  to  have  taken  a  fresh  lease  of 
life,  as  a  number  of  old  B.B.,  who  had  neglected  their  duty  as 
Orangemen,  seem  to  have  come  back. 

A  Bro.  named  Foster,  who  seems  to  have  been  a  very  earnest 
worker  for  trie  cause,  died  on  Nov.  30th,  1881,  and  was  accorded 


an  Orange  Funeral,  and  the  balance  of  funds  from  the  5th  Nov. 
Ball,  amounting  to  some  ^5,  was  handed  to  his  widow. 

On  February  8th,  1882,  Bro.  Lennox  presented  the  Lodge  with 
a  neatly  executed  seal  for  Lodge  use,  for  which  he  was  accorded  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks. 

\bout  this  time  Refreshments  seem  to  have  been  a  very  strong 
point,  as  we  hnd  a  minute  to  the  effect  that  B.  B.  will  pay  for 
whatever  refreshment  they  may  require,  at  the  time  of  paying  their 
dues,  so  that  same  should  not  be  taken  out  of  Lodge  funds. 

At  October  meeting,  1882,  the  death  of  our  Bro.  Becker,  D.M., 
was  reported,  and  the  Banquet  arranged  for  the  celebration  of 
November  ;th  was  cancelled  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
so  hardworking  and  well  thought  of  Brother.  The  Brethren 
subscribing  the  amount  of  their  ticket  monev  (10 -).  towards  the 
widow  and  children. 

1883. 

January. — Bro.  Caw  presented  the  Lodge  with  a  Collec.ion  Box. 
with  object  of  starting  a  Benevolent  Fund. 

March. — It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  military  B.B.  be 
excused  paying  lodge  dues  during  their  stay  at  Wvnberg  owing  to 
the  epedimic  of  small  pox. 


June. — The  first  record  of  any  Lodge  at  Simons  Town  is  here 
shewn  in  a  letter  from  Bro.  Gray  of  Simons  Town,  acknowledging 
receipt  of  invite  to  T2th  July  Ball. 

At  the  August  meeting  it  was  proposed  by  Bro.  Hill  and 
seconded  by  Bro.  Lorimer,  that  this  Lodge  become  a  Total 
Abstinence  Lodge,  and  was  carried  by  a  majority. 

1884-* 

The  Grand  Lodge  returns  for  this  year  show  a  membership 
of  44. 

December. — A  meeting  was  held  to  consider  about  the  ground 
for  the  hall  at  Woodstock,  when  nothing  was  decided  on  further 
than  that  the  matter  should  stand  over  for  further  information. 

A  piece  of  ground  was  offered  by  a  Mr.  Beer  for  ^50,  and  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  get  the  money  together  for  the 
purchase.  At  the  February  meeting,  1885,  this  Committee  reported 
that  they  had  got  ^15  in  hand. 

The  piece  of  ground  was  actually  bought  and  the  first  instalment 
paid,  the  second  instalment  could  not  however  be  raised,  and  at  a 
meeting  in  March  1885,  it  was  resolved  to  sell  the  ground. 
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About  July  1885,  a  new  lodge,  "The  British,"  No.  2048  was 
opened  in  the  Foresters  Hall,  Buitenkant  Street,  meeting  on  the 
third  Thursday  in  month.  January  1886,  the  Lodge  met  at  Bro. 
Lennox's  house  in  Woodstock. 

The  July  meeting  was  held  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  School 
Room,  Woodstock,  and  meetings  were  continued  there  until 
December,  1886.  At  the  December  meeting  it  was  decided  to  move 
to  the  Foresters  Hall,  Buitekant  Street,  Cape  Town,  and  the 
meetings  there  seem  to  have  been  very  successful  and  a  good 
membership  obtained.  Nothing  of  very  great  interest  seems  to 
have  occured  until  June,  1889,  when  the  Lodge  met  on  Sunday  23rd, 
for  Divine  Service  at  the  Oddfellows  Hall,  Plein  Street. 

In  February,  1890,  a  Committee  was  formed  to  see  about  getting 
a  more  suitable  place  of  meeting  ;  and  at  the  next  meeting  it  was 
decided  to  move  to  the  Albion  Masonic  Temple,  Mountain  Road, 
Woodstock. 

The  present  crimson  banner  was  received  by  the  Lodge  on 
July  9th,  1890. 

In  August,  it  was  decided  to  raise  the  subscriptions  to  16  per 
month,  owing  to  the  funds  being  low. 
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In  August  and  September,  a  missionary  named  Dr.  Hammond 
gave  a  series  of  Lectures  against  Convent  Life  and  the  Romish 
Church,  and  during  his  stay  here  the  Orangemen  of  Cape  Town 
and  district  acted  as  his  body  guard.  He  was  thanked  in  a  letter 
from  this  Lodge  for  the  good  work  he  done  in  the  cause  of 
protestantism. 

In  November,  the  Lodge  went  in  full  force  to  Simons  Town 
(the  train  only  went  to  Kalk  Bay),  to  attend  Divine  Service  with 
"  No.  610." 

In  April,  the  Lodge  was  moved  to  the  Excelsior  Union  Hall  in 
Buitengracht  Street. 

July,  1891,  i  was  installed  to  W.M.  of  "  296." 

In  January,  1894,  u  No.  691  "  was  opened  at  Rondebosch,  the 
members  of  "  296 "  lending  every  assistance.  This  Lodge  only 
worked  for  eighteen  months,  and  closed  owing  to  not  being  able  to 
get  numbers  sufficient  to  pay  working  expenses. 

Old  296  seems  to  have  gone  along  in  good  style  as  we  find  in 
1895  a  credit  of  ^27. 

In  March  1897  the  lodge  received  notice  to  quit  the  Excelsior 
Hall,  it  was  then  moved  to  St.  Peter's  Hall  in  Buitenkant  Street, 
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where  it  remained  until  the  outbreak  of  war  in  October  1898.  when 
most  of  the  members  went  on  active  service. 

The  prope  still  remained  in  this  Hall  and  Bros  Dike  and 
Fudge  with  a  few  who  were  left  tr  ed  to  keep  things  going  but  in 
vain. 

The  property  in  which  the  Hall  was  situated  having  been  sold 
the  place  was  being  pulled  down  for  rebuilding  purposes,  when 
Bro.  Dike  discovered  that  our  boxes  were  still  there,  and  in  fact 
were  in  danger  of  being  lost,  bandly  took  it  upon  himself  to 
remove  them  to  his  workshop  where  they  remained  until  the  lodge 
reopened. 

In  May  and  June.  :  - :  -  an  advertisement  appeared  in  the  €  ..:.- 
Times,  calling  all  loyal  Orangemen  to  meet  at  the  Oddfellows'  H: ill 
in  Loop  Street,  fcr  the  purpose  of  re-opening  the  Lodge.  This 
meeting  was  attended  by  about  fifty  members  of  our  order,  amongst 
whom  wee  several  Id  members  or  :::  The  chair  was  taken 
by  Bro.  Drake,  who  reti  ed  after  a  iew  minutes,  when  Bro.  Dike 
was  voted  to  the  chair.  It  was  then  decided  .:  re-opeo  ,lNa  :  -: 
in  some  suitable  hall  ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  all 
necessary  arrangements,  consisting  of  Bros.  Dike,  Baker.  Delmore, 
Thompson  and  Bain,  The  Lodge  was  opened  on  June  9th  by 
YV.Bro.  Bain,  who  was  W.M.  when  the  Lodge  closed  last,  but  was 


unfortunately  called  away  on  active  service  early  in  the  war.  At 
this  meeting  Bro.  Dr.  Durham  was  elected  as  W.M.  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  Bro.  Niddrie  re-elected  Chaplain.  The  Officers  were 
installed  on  July  9th  by  Bro.  Baker,  P.M. 

The  12th  July  was  celebrated  by  a  Supper,  held  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  Church  Street,  Woodstock,  at  which  all  intoxicants  were 
tabooed. 

W04. 

At  the  January  meeting  Bro.  Dike  presented  a  Master's  Arch 
(made  of  teakwood)  to  the  Lodge,  and  expressed  himself  as  very 
well  pleased  at  the  way  in  which  the  Lodge  was  being  worked. 
The  February  meeting  being  the  night  for  election  of  Officers, 
Bro.  Baker  was  elected  W.M.,  Bro.  Thompson  D.M.,  and  Bro. 
Niddrie  re-elected  Chaplain. 

At  the  May  meeting  Bro.  Harding  presented  to  the  Lodge  two 
beautiful  bannerettes,  which  had  been  executed  by  himself,  for 
which  he  received  the  very  best  thanks  of  the  Lodge,  the  B.B. 
joining  in  Kentish  Fire.  A  church  service  was  conducted  by  Rev. 
Bro.  Beverley  at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Cape  Town,  on  Sunday, 
July  10th.  On  July  14th  the  Officers  for  the  year  were  installed  by 
Bro.  Durham.  At  this  meeting  a  letter  was  read  from  Johannes- 
burg as  to  the  forming  a  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Africa. 
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At  the  August  meeting  it  was  decided  to  re-start  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  which  was  only  to  be  used  in  extreme  cases.  Bro.  Dr. 
Durham,  I. P.M.,  was  presented  with  a  P.M.  jewel,  subscribed  for 
by  members  of  the  Lodge. 

At  the  September  meeting  a  committee  was  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the  erection  of  an  Orange  Hall. 

In  November  the  Building  and  Social  Committee  held  a  very 
successful  concert. 

November  meeting. — Bro.  Percy  Jessep  intimated  that  several 
B.B.  were  desirous  of  opening  a  Lodge  in  Cape  Town,  and 
asked  that  the  W.M.  might  sign  the  application  for  warrant,  which 
was  granted. 

19Q5. 

February  meeting.  —  An  invitation  was  received  from  the 
Dr.  Morrow  Lodge  766  for  the  Officers  and  members  to  be  present 
at  the  official  opening,  on  Feb.  15th,  at  the  Oddfellows'  Hall,  Loop 
Street,  Cape  Town.  Bro.  J.  M.  Thompson  was  elected  W.M.  for 
the  ensuing  year,  Bro.  Fudge  D.M.,  and  Bro.  Niddrie  as  Chaplain. 

March  meeting.  —  Six  B.B.  requested  that  their  certificates 
might  be  forwarded  to  No,  8  district,  Belfast,  for  the  purpose  of 
starting  an  Irish  Lodge. 

15 


The  12th  July  this  year  was  celebrated  by  (1)  an  entertainment 
for  children,  (2)  a  dance,  (3)  a  church  service,  conducted  by  Rev. 
Bro.  Beverley,  at  Holy  Trinity  Church. 

Bro.  Dike  intimated  that  No.  691  Silver  Leaf  (late  Rondebosch) 
would  be  re-opened  at  the  Wesley  Hall,  Observatory,  on  the  20th 
July,  and  invited  every  brother  to  be  present. 

At  the  July  meeting  Bro.  J.  N.  Thompson  was  installed  as 
W.M.  for  the  ensuing  year  by  Bro.  Baker,  assisted  by  the  W.M. 
of  "  766." 

October  meeting.  —  An  invitation  from  Pride  of  Erin  1002, 
Ireland,  asking  the  members  of  "  296 "  to  be  present  at  their 
opening,  on  Oct.  18th,  with  Bro.  J.  A.  Windum,  Sen.,  as  W.M. 


The  following  are  now  meeting  in  this  district,  viz. : — 

296  "  Maiden,''  at  Woodstock  on  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays. 

691  "  Silver  Leaf,"  Wesley  Hall,  Observatory,  3rd  Thursday. 

766  "  Dr.  Morrow,"  Oddfellows  Hall,  Loop  Street,  Cape  Town, 
alternate  Wednesdays. 

1002  "  Pride  of  Erin,"  Wesley  Hall,  Observatory,  1st  Thursday. 
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